Fact Sheet

Wildlife Penning

Across the Southeast, foxes and coyotes are sold in a black market trade to be released in fenced enclosures. In
these pens, participants use the wildlife as “live bait” for packs of dogs in competitions.

In the fall of 2007, a multi-state sting of fox and coyote pens involving both federal and state authorities uncovered
the 1nterstatc smuggling of wildlife for sale to these pens. In Alabama, 18 individuals were arrested for activities

- related to penning and the live market. Authorities brought charges against fox
pen operators and trappers in half a dozen other states.

Animal Welfare

The animals are trapped in the wild using leg-hold traps and snares, packed into

a truck with other injured animals and shipped hundreds of miles in cramped

cages with no access to food or water or ability to move. When the animals

: . T s’ SN reach their final destination they are released untreated for their injuries in an
A coyote takes refuge in a unfamiliar fenced territory and forced to run for

refrigerator in between pen their lives.
competitions.

Hundreds of dogs may be released into the pen at a time and judged for how they
pursue the wildlife. Exposure to this repeated, prolonged, and unavoidable pursuit
results in chronic physiological stress, and death of the penned animals.

Dogs tearing apart the animals leads to the constant demand for re-stocking of
enclosures with fresh wildlife. For example, just one penning operation in South
Carolina stocked 404 coyotes in 2006 and 402 coyotes in 2007. The dogs also may
be subjected to cruelty in the form of injuries sustained during fights with wildlife.

Winners pose with cash after the
conclusion of a competition

Commercialization of Wildlife

Wildlife has no place in this sordid industry. Studies have found that transporting live, wild animals for penning
purposes has d1rectly led to the spread of rabies, and other devastating diseases dangerous to other wildlife, pets,
' : and even people.

Many organizations, including the American Veterinary Medical
Association and the International Association of Fish and Wildlife
Agencies have adopted resolutions in favor of increased restrictions or
prohibitions on transporting wildlife for penning purposes.

It is a founding principle of American law and wildlife management that
wildlife belong to everyone not just to the few who would profit from their
sale and ultimate torture.

A coyote with a trap-severed leg is kept by
the pen to sell the animal’s urine.
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